CD Types – Part 1

Welcome to the C Squared Communications Podcast, where we outline some of the basic concepts of print and media production. C Squared believes that the more you know about     media production, the more successful your next project will be. 

This podcast segment discusses the various types of CDs (Compact Discs); their capacities and typical uses.

Standard CDs are round discs with 120 mm (4.724”) outside diameters. They can hold up to 673 MB or 76.5 minutes of data or audio. 

NOTE: the moulding process for CDs has a possible problem. The further away from the center hole one goes the greater the opportunity for distortion. (it’s just the reality of the process). That is why most replicators offer 650 MB or 74.5 minutes as their capacity standards. Any dataor audio that exceeds these standards may be subject to distortion of the sectors moulded into the disc. It is a rare occurance but it can happen nonetheless. We just want you to be aware of it

The physical dimensions of a standard CD (best viewed from the underside of a disc) are:

Outside diameter:  120mm (4.724”)

Mirror Band – the reflective silver ring near the center hole of the disc. It has identifying markings on it, applied during the moulding process. The outer diameter of the mirror band is 45.237mm or 1.78125”. The inner diameter is 36.5mm or 1.4375”.

The Stack ring is the raised clear plastic just inside the mirror band. Its used to provide a slight separation between discs stacked on spindles during the manufacturing process. Its diameter is 35.712mm (1.40625”) and is 0.406 (0.015625”) wide.

The Center hole of a standard CD has a 15mm (0.591”) diameter,

A Standard CD is 1.2mm (0.047”) thick.

Any application you can envision that a CD would provide can be met by the standard disc. CDs that don’t meet this standard shape or size will not fit in a slot disc drive (CD home or car audio player). They may jam or damage the player.

On the next podcast, we'll continue looking at CDs; their types and capacities.

If you have questions or comments concerning this podcast or media production in general, please go to: www.c2media.us. You'll find contact info, electronic templates for various disc packaging, and solutions we've produced for our clients. The staff at C Squared Communications hopes you find this and our other podcasts to be beneficial. Thanks for listening.
