Disc Face Art - Part 1: Small runs

Welcome to the C Squared Communications Podcast, where we outline some of the basic concepts of print and media production. C Squared believes that the more you know about media production, the more successful your next project will be. 

This segment we'll talk about the face art used on CDs and DVDs, and your options for short-run (duplication) projects.

**

CD and DVD face art is the image that's put onto the disc itself to visually identify the disc and its content. The information of the disc face can be as basic as a title and date or it can be a photographic image. It can be a more complex visual image utilizing 6, 7 or 8 color inks or a holograph that's visually striking or adds a security feature.

***

Thermal printing, paper labels and inkjet printing are typically done on CD-R's and DVD-R's. For these discs, the duplication process involves having the content burned onto the discs using computer disc drives. Short-run application works well with these printing methods as they are too costly for runs of 500 discs or more. Conversely, silk screen, offset printing and holography are far to costly to be practical for runs under 500 units.

***

For short runs that require simple informational face print, thermal printing is a good choice. Thermal printing utilizes an ink ribbon and heat to adhere the image (primarily text) to the disc face. It can handle black and basic colors, but not exact colors matches or photo imagery.

Paper labels are created on computer printers using a precut label that's imprinted and then applied to the disc face.   While it can hold photo color quality imagery, paper labels don't have a “professional” look or feel. Occasionally paper labels can become loose or torn and then “jam” a computer disc drive or CD player. 

Inkjet printing is done on “white plug” face discs produced specifically for this purpose. The white plug serves the same function as a white piece of paper for commercial print. The inkjet process allows for 133 line screen print but not color matches, as only small color adjustments are possible with the equipment.

On the next podcast, we'll look at printing options for larger runs.

If you have questions or comments concerning this podcast or media production in general, please go to: www.c2media.us. You'll find contact info, electronic templates for various disc packaging, and solutions we've produced for our clients. The staff at C Squared Communications hopes you find this and other podcasts to be beneficial. Thanks for listening.
