C Squared Communcations Podcast #15

Mixing Resolution Sources:  What Not To Do

Welcome to the C Squared Communications Podcast, where we outline some of the basic concepts of print and media production. C Squared believes that the more you know about media production, the more successful your next project will be. 

This podcast segment refers back to the discussions on Resolution (podcasts #8 and #9). Previously we talked about 72 dpi (internet applications versus 300 or 400 dpi (print applications).

Mixing graphic elements with different resolutions can often prove to be problematic in the final usage. When you are, for example, producing a product sell sheet; working in PhotoShop with 300 dpi resolution and you import a corporate logo that is also used on your website (at 72 dpi), you will note a difference in the images on the computer screen.

The imported image may have black type as part of the logo. Look closely at the type and compare it to other black type that you’ve produced in the file (not imported). You’ll note the original type is black, has sharp edges, and looks great. The black type within the imported logo will be less “black” and the edges will be “softer.” This type won’t look as crisp.

Further, any color graphic elements of the imported logo won’t be as vibrant either. They may have clipped or rough edges along with the weakened color. This is symptomatic of using a less than 300 dpi image as part of any print project.  Even though you’ll finalize this art as 300 dpi (or higher), the 72 dpi logo will not improve.

The only way to correct the problem is to go back to the logo used on the internet and re-create it as 300 dpi – either using a software program that algorithmically converts 72 to 300 dpi (but won’t totally correct the problem) or by generating a new logo from scratch.

You can leave the logo as it is, but when the final design is printed you will easily discern the poorer quality elements in the printed piece. As we’ve stressed previously, save yourself time, suffering and money by working in the higher resolution from the start.
If you have questions or comments concerning this podcast or media production in general, please go to: www.c2media.us. You'll find contact info, electronic templates for various disc packaging, and solutions we've produced for our clients. The staff at C Squared Communications hopes you find this and our other podcasts to be beneficial. Thanks for listening.
